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FROM THE EAST

S
eptember is right around the 
corner and that means “Home 
Stretch”! However, there will be 

little time for taking it easy, the last three 
months promise to be as action packed 
as the first half of our year. We have 
candidates in waiting, a step-up degree 
in September and of course I will be 
looking for individual officers to confer 
degrees as they prepare themselves for 
next year.

So, just what have we been doing 
over the break? Our Trustees especially 
have been working hard, we have had 
a lot of “odds-and-ends” activities that 
needed their attention. Here are the 
high-lights:
• Under the watchful eye of our attor-

ney’s our funds are now completely 
moved from Zion’s Bank to Morgan 
Stanley. This move was a Chuck Bar-
one initiative, the motivation and ex-
pectation being to obtain significantly 
better performance from our assets.

• The Trustees have now worked out 
an agreement with our new neighbor 
Hellfire Media (aka Zak Bagans, aka 
Ghost Adventures) to lease them a 
few of our parking spots for their 
overflow needs. Note, there are some 
members who wanted to leverage 
this arrangement for maximum value 
however, in the end, we settled on 
making this a “good neighbor” policy 
and of course we will monitor this 
arrangement and make any adjust-
ments that might be required moving 
forward. Another concern expressed 
by some was the liability issue(s). The 
formal agreement between the Lodge 
& Hellfire was scrutinized by both our 
attorneys and our insurance under-
writers. Their concerns were addressed 
and incorporated into the agreement.

• The kitchen received an overdue pres-
sure-wash restoring the floor to “as 

new”. The car-
pets in the two 
Lodge rooms 
were professionally 
cleaned as was the dining room floor. 
We have not had the lobby carpet 
cleaned yet but are planning on having 
this done too.

• Of course the project to upgrade the 
Lodge is the biggest thing we cur-
rently have going. This project, valued 
at just over $218,000, was authorized 
and launched by the Trustees back 
on the 13th of October 2015. The 
objectives are primarily to significantly 
improve security as well as a building 
refresh. This project was turned over 
to Mitch Hostmeyer by the Trustees 
so that he could, once again, bring 
his considerable project management 
skills to the game to ensure this am-
bitious endeavor could be completed 
both on time and within budget, no 
easy task!  While there are a few “rats 
& mice” issues that should be resolved 
by the September Stated Meeting the 
project is now largely completed. This 
means the project is on time. As far 
as the budget goes, there were a few 
change order items added onto the 
project, such as the items demanded 
by the Las Vegas Fire Department 
after their May inspection, adding to 
the total dollars spent, however Mitch 
was able to get this project qualified 
for matching funds from the City of 
Las Vegas to incentivize the appear-
ance upgrades to the Lodge by off-set-
ting some of our cost. We already have 
the first installment of $25,000 from 
the City and will have the balance, 
another $25,000, by the time you 
read this. So. Bottom line, the grant 
money more than off-set the overages 
bringing this project in well under the 
original budget.
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FROM THE WEST

• Now that we have our security 
infrastructure installed and (almost) 
operational the next step is to set in 
place procedures to ensure we make 
the best use of these assets. To this 
end I have both Ed Pierce and Harry 
Christopher who have been working 
over the summer with our attorneys 
and insurance underwriters as well as 
security related experts to craft a set of 
procedures that will take full advantage 
of our new infrastructure ensuring our 
continued safety while at the same 
time not putting us in legal jeopardy or 
compromising our insurability status. I 
am hoping to be able to roll-out these 
procedures to the members at the 
September Stated Meeting.

• In late August we had our Auditors in 
to present their annual report. Their 
detailed report showed everything 
in order and as it should be with the 
Lodge finances. No doubt the Secre-
tary/Trustees will be making a full re-
port the Brethren shortly. The auditors 
also offered some suggested procedural 
changes which were accepted by the 
Trustees.

As I say it has been a busy summer and 
I have already mentioned by name the 
Brethren who went above and beyond. 
I feel I need to make special mention 
(again) of the effort put in by Bro. Harry 
Christopher. At 82 years young, he is the 
proverbial Energizer Bunny. Rather than 
run out a laundry list of all the things 
he did. I shall offer this one event that 
exemplifies Brother Harry. The Lodge 
received a letter from the City over the 
summer stating that our parking lot 
downtown was overgrown with weeds 
and littered with refuse and that we had 
ten days to clear it or face fines. Harry 
simply packed up his tools and Jerry Jap-
czyk and went to the lot and spent the 
best part of a day clearing the weeds and 
refuse. No one would have ever heard 
about this other than Harry feeling he 
had an obligation to inform me as Mas-
ter of the receipt of the letter.

Be safe Brethren and I hope to see 
you all Lodge as the weather cools and 
the pace quickens!

Fraternally,
Peter
Master

B
rethren, welcome back from 
your Summer break. I trust it 
was refreshing and that you have 

been invigorated, ready for the Masonic 
work before us. The Fall and Winter 
months should be rewarding for us all.

Fraternally,
Bob
Senior Warden
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W
hat a great Summer break! 
Unfortunately, it’s back to 
work. We still have lots of 

degree work to get to and time is short. 
Before you know it we will be changing 
guard and another new year will begin. 
Sadly, we will be losing some of our 
members due to them not paying their 
dues. This is something that I do not like 

to do, but the ball is always 
in their court.

I look forward to see 
you all in Lodge!

Fraternally,
Mark
Secretary

FROM THE SECRETARY

H
ere we are in September, return-
ing once more to the Lodge 
and Brotherhood.

Every summer for me is a time of 
meditation and reflection on how I will 
better serve my Lodge and improve 
myself to become a better man.

Rehearsal, researching and studying 
during the summer is very important 
for all of us. This is the time when you 
can polished your work and get better 
at rituals, and also touch yourself with 
more spirituality in your life.

I hope many of you were able to do 
that over the Summer.

My brothers, a certain thing cannot 
happen to you if you don’t study:

“Nothing comes from nothing” In 
Latin: Ex nihilo nihil fit.

It is a philosophical expression of a 
thesis first argued by Parmenides. It is 
associated with ancient Greek cosmology, 
such as presented not just in the opus of 
Homer and Hesiod, but also in virtually 
every philosophical system—there is no 
time interval in which a world didn’t ex-
ist, since it couldn’t be created ex nihilo in 
the first place. Note that Greeks also be-
lieved that things cannot disappear into 
nothing, just as they can’t be created from 
nothing, but if they ceased to exist, they 
transform into some other form of being. 
We can trace this idea to the teaching of 
Empedocles. Today the idea is loosely 

associated with the laws of conser-
vation of mass and energy.

The Roman poet and philos-
opher Lucretius expressed this 
principle in his first book of De 
Rerum Natura (Eng. title: On the 
Nature of Things)

Principium cuius hinc nobis exordia 
sumet, nullam rem e nihilo gigni divin-
itus umquam. English translation: But 
only Nature’s aspect and her law, which, 
teaching us, hath this exordium: Noth-
ing from nothing ever yet was born.

He then continues on discussing how 
matter is required to make matter and 
that objects cannot spring forth without 
reasonable cause.

Nam si de nihilo fierent, ex omnibus 
rebus omne genus nasci posset, nil semine 
egeret. e mare primum homines, e terra 
posset oriri squamigerum genus et volu-
cres erumpere caelo. English translation: 
Suppose all sprang from all things: any 
kind might take its origin from any 
thing. No fixed seed required. Men from 
the sea might rise, and from the land the 
scaly breed, and, fowl full fledged come 
bursting from the sky!

See you at the Lodge!

Fraternally,
Florian
Junior Warden

FROM THE SOUTH
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August 20th, Saturday – 10:00AM 
Grand Master’s Official Visit to St. 
John Lodge #18, Pioche, Nevada

August 26th, Friday – 4:00PM 
Annual Barbeque!

September 2nd, Friday – 7:30PM 
Stated Meeting

September 5th, Monday – 6:30PM 
Masonic Discussion Group

September 9th, Friday – 7:30PM 
Entered Apprentice Degree 
Step up Degree – The Officer line 
will all move up one position for 
this degree.

September 16th, Friday – 7:30PM 
Master Mason Degree

September 23rd, Friday – 7:30PM 
Degree - TBD

September 30th, Friday – 6:30PM 
Family Dinner

Job’s Daughters 
Shadow Meeting

If you Brothers want to have a good 
time and support one of our youth 

groups at the same time, please come 
to the Shadow Meeting which Job’s 
Daughters is holding on September 17th 
at 1:00pm.

During this meeting the Daughters 
have Masons join them in the meeting, 
doing all the things they do, essentially 
mirroring all of there actions. It makes 
for a lot of laughs and 
smiles from Daughters 
and Brothers alike.

The Daughters 
will be holding 
a lunch for the 
Masons beforehand, 
which will take 
place at Noon at 
Vegas 32. (A $500 
donation for the 
meal is  
requested.)

If you have 
any questions, you 
can ask Brother 
Dwayne Kurr or 
Brother Bill Cary.

Return of Vegas 
Chapter DeMolay

If all goes as planned, 
Vegas Chapter 

DeMolay will be 
reinstated in No-
vember. Although 
we have a few 
volunteers to serve 
on the new council, 
we need additional 
Brothers to step up 
and assist us with this endeavor.

Serving on the council requires you 
attend only one evening meeting per 
month. However, it is hoped that mem-
bers of the council will also attend the 
Chapter meetings (which will fall on the 
first and third Tuesdays of each month), 
but it is not required.

Grand Master Mancha is particular-
ly interested in getting Vegas Chapter up 
and running, and he wants to see it grow 
in strength. The best chance we have of 
fulfilling that directive is through the 
help of the Brethren.

If you are interested in helping, 
please talk with the Grand Master, or 
you can contact Brother Bill Cary at 
702-448-7603.

TRESTLEBOARD FOR SEPTEMBER 2016
Lodge Events
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VEGAS LODGE #32 OFFICERS - 2016
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Nevada, F. & A. M.

Mark L. Mancha
Most Worshipful Grand Master

Peter Murdoch (Doris) Master 
4076 Great Plains Way, LV 89121 858-8171

Robert Taylor (Vicki) Senior Warden 
1209 Oaktree Ln., LV 89108 638-8693

Florian Dumitru (Elizabeth) Junior Warden 
2797 La Canada St., LV, 89169 343-1497

Eugene B. Sullivan (Diane) Treasurer 
10995 Royal Highlands St., LV, 89141 217-8199

Mark L. Mancha (Shannon) Secretary 
P.O. Box 91662, Hend. 89009 382-1174

Sareh Yeghiazarian Chaplain  
2901 Channel Rock Dr., LV 89117 240-1998

Mike Sloan (Shannon) Senior Deacon 
8632 Shady Pines Dr LV 89143 338-1844

David Griego (Brenda) Junior Deacon 
11001 Summer Storm Ct., LV 89144 884-7180

Mitch Hostmeyer (Laurie) Senior Steward 
9587 Palini Ct, LV 89123 738-0781

Matthew Diamond Junior Steward 
1425 Lift Ct., LV 89117 254-1904

Ed Pierce Marshal 
3702 Julius Court, LV 89129 332-5835

Christopher West Historian 
1368 Journey Way, NLV 89031 600-8659

Travis Wortman Master of Ceremonies  
9501 W. Sahara Ave., #1104, LV 89117 773-4312

Gio Aretos (Rebecca) Master of Ceremonies  
2100 Marble George Dr., LV 89117 427-3380

Joe Mastruzzo (Neoma) Tyler 
5516 Red Sun, LV 89149 769-1031

Richard M. Hoaglin ( Jean) Assistant Secretary 
2631 Solera Moon Dr., Hend. 89044 982-6442

Trustees:
Jerry Japczyk 3 Yr. Trustee 

4872 Cincinnati Ave., LV 89104 431-3504 
Chuck J. Barone (Lisa) 2 Yr. Trustee 

268 Prudence Ct, Hend 89074 737-0778
Harry D. Christopher ( Jan) 1 Yr. Trustee 

5406 Mesa Verde Ct., LV 89142 596-5309
Proficiency Coaches: 

Harry D. Christopher 596-5309 
Jerry Japczyk 431-3504 
Stan Judge 454-8471
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I know many of you will notice the 
absence of the birthday list this month. 
We were unable to get that information 
together for this issue, but we will of 
course try to get it in next month.

Over the Summer, the renovations to 
the lodge building have continued, 

and the project is almost completed.
In addition to his actual job—which 

has had him very busy over the last few 
months—Brother Mitch has also taken 
considerable time to oversee the renova-
tions to our building...and the results are 
amazing!

Not only have we increased the 
security of the property, but the cosmetic 
appearance has also received a significant 
upgrade. The landscaping and masonry 
work have vastly improved the look and 
feel of the front of our building. One of 
the key focus points is the ashlar which 
sits prominently in the center of a circu-
lar “meeting” area.

There are plans for additional 
improvements in the future, but we are 
definitely off to a good start! Make sure 
you check it all out the next time you’re 
at Lodge.

FROM THE EDITOR

RENOVATIONS NEARING COMPLETION

Man cannot remake himself 
without suffering, for he is both 

the marble and the sculptor.
– Alexis Carrel
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